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Comments on Two New Books about Socio-Cultural History of
Chinese Medicine

LIAO Yuqun
( Institute for the History of Natural Science CAS Betjing 100190  China)

Abstract  Among studies on history of medicine in China works from the perspective of social
history cultural history or disease history are not unusual. In recent years however some research—
ers have claimed that if a study pays attention to social or culture it should focus on the general pub—
lic. Among these scholars Professor Angela Ki Che Leung is one of the best known and most influ—
ential figures. In her writings she proposes that successful research on medical history shouldn't just
be a component of Chinese history but should to influence and lead changes in trends in historical
research. Unfortunately most researchers in the field of history of medicine ignore this idea and re—
lated books. The reason for this phenomenon is not the conservativeness of most researchers but the
large number of problems of research method and application of historical materials in the so-called
socio-eultural history of medicine.
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